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shall be in readiness to take the leading of them. The new men by
this means can sooner be made useful than when the men and
Captains both are without experience. The charge thereof shall
not be great, and the comfort to your subjects here will be much
greater when they shall see that your Majesty will entertain them
still for their passed service. Beseeching your Majesty to remember
them severally with some letter of comfort, which shall afresh en-
courage them most willingly to adventure their lives (according
to their most bounden duty) in your Majesty's service. So shall
your Majesty's letter wipe out of their hearts the fear that they
have conceived that your Highness should gather some suspicion
of them concerning the excessive allowance before the time of
further service. Assuring your Majesty, upon my most bounden
duty to You, that although I can speak only of what has tran-
spired since my coming hither, I dare say at this present there was
never Prince more truly served in money matters. With the ad-
vice of your Highness's Council here, I think there is set so direct
and certain orders for the payment of the garrison that there is in
effect no gate left open to deceit.
Mr. Southwell will inform your Majesty, at his return, that he
findeth at this present that your Highness's affairs go directly. If
there were any fault before time, on my faith, I think the foreign
trouble of the enemy was rather the cause than any black spot or
lack of duty here to your Majesty.
On the contrary part, if your Majesty shall determine on war
defensive, your Highness shall do well to resolve in what order
your fortifications shall proceed. Upon knowing your pleasure,
every way I shall travail to the utmost of my power to forward
your Majestyjs contentions. . . .
It may be the French will attempt to revictual their fort by
water. I assure your Majesty that I can not yet see how they can
bring this about if this weather continue. Nor could they do so
when the weather would serve if your Highness would give order
that your ships might keep upon this shore. Assuring your Maj-
esty that these six days their whole garrison hath lived with
biscuit and water, having neither wood nor coal. Whereupon,
learning of the want to which the enemy are reduced and suspect-
ing that the French will soon attempt a revictualment, I have sent
for the horsemen of Guines to come (if the weather will suffer
them to do so) to help prevent the revictualment. I have ordered
the horsemen of Guines to bring hay with them by land, for we